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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

Fop  the  Veap  ending  31st  Deeembep,  1908. 


I'o  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Chard 
Town  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — I have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1908. 

The  various  percentages  for  calculating  the  birth 
and  death  rates  are  based  on  an  estimated  population 
of  4,500. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered 
was  99,  being  an  increase  of  13  over  last  year  : male 
births  being  52,  female  47.  The  rate  is  22  per  1000 
of  estimated  population,  the  average  for  the  last  10 
years  being  23-9. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered 
was  56,  lieing  10  less  than  previous  year.  The  death 
rate  is  12-4  per  1000  of  estimated  population.  The 
average  for  last  lo  years  is  167.  ll  deaths  occurred 
in  Union  Workhouse,  8 being  non-re.sident ; exclud- 
ing these,  the  death  rate  is  io-6. 

Infantile  Death  Rate. — Six  infants  died  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  giving  a rate  of  60-2  per  1000 
births  registered.  The  average  for  the  last  10  years 
is  133-4,  a remarkable  decrease. 

Deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages  : — 


Under  i year  6 

I and  under  5 years  3 

5 ..  15  ..  I 

IS  ..  25  3 

25  ,,  65  ,,  15 

65  and  upwards  ...  ...  ...  28 


56 

Causes  of  Death. — Phthisis,  6 ; other  tubucular 
diseases,  2 ; cancer,  2 ; diarrhoea,  3 ; bronchitis, 
4 ; pneumonia,  2 ; debility  from  age,  18 ; other 
diseases,  19. — Total  56,  There  were  no  deaths  from 
zymotic  disease. 

Diseases  Notified. — Three  cases  of  scarlatina. 
This  is,  I understand,  the  lowest  record  for  many 
years. 

Vaccination.  — I am  indebted  to  the  Vaccination 
Officer  for  the  following  returns : — Successfully 
vaccinated,  60  ; died  unvaccinated,  7 ; conscientious 
objections,  19  ; postponed,  4 ; removed,  4 ; under  4 
months  of  age,  5. — Total  99.  Children  registered 
and  born  in  Chard  Borough,  99. 

Cowsheds. — The  general  condition  of  most  of  the 
cowsheds  is  satisfactory,  and  a notice  has  been  sent 
to  all  cowkeepers  that  the  interior  of  the  cowsheds 
are  to  be  limewashed  as  far  as  possible,  and  the 
ceiling  or  interior  of  roof  be  brushed  free  from 
cobwebs  and  dust  at  least  twice  yearly.  In  no  case 
did  I find  much  manure  collected  in  the  yards,  which 
is  a great  improvement.  Improvements  at  Guppy’s 
Farm  and  Roberts’  barm  have  been  carried  out 
according  to  instructions.  The  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion of  Tapstone  Farm  is  being  dealt  with  by  the 
Council,  as  the  necessary  alterations  and  improve- 
ments were  not  carried  out  according  to  instructions. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops.— The  regulations  as  to 
limewashing  have  been  complied  with,  and  the 
dairies  were  well  kept  with  one  exception,  and  that 
one  was  only  fairly  clean. 


Slaughter-Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  are  kept  fairly  clean  ; too  much  offal  and  refuse 
is  allowed  to  collect,  and  in  some  c.ases  the 
insufficiency  of  the  water  supply  renders  strict 
cleanliness  very  difficult.  The  killing  utensils  and 
racks  should  receive  more  attention. 

Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
found  in  good  order  and  well  managed. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  inefficient, 
and  some  parts  of  the  Borough  are  badly  supplied  ; 
in  some  cases  many  cottages  have  only  one  well  for 
their  water  supply,  and  other  inhabitants  of  cottages 
have  to  walk  some  distance  to  fetch  their  water  as 
they  have  not  even  a well  to  draw  from.  The  boring 
operations  which  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  1907 
were  a failure.  The  Corporation  have  tried  and  are 
trying  to  find  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  and  are 
now  advertising  for  competitive  schemes  for  a water 
supply  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme.— 
The  outstanding  difficulties  in  connection  with  this 
scheme  have  now  been  settled,  and  the  Borough 
Engineer  informs  me  that  the  work  will  be  put  in 
hand  during  the  coming  spring.  The  Sewage  Farm 
is  still  being  well  managed,  and  the  effluent  has  been 
satisfactory,  which  shews  that  the  Surveyor  gives 
much  time  and  personal  supervision  to  this  matter. 

Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  thoroughly 
inspected.  The  sanitary  accommodation  at  one  factory 
was  defective  ; verbal  notice  was  served  to  repair  the 
defects,  and  this  has  since  been  done. 

In  one  factory,  although  the  owner  had  evidently 
spent  much  thought  and  money  in  having  a well- 
designed  and  ventilated  workroom,  this  was 
rendered  ineffective  by  the  forewoman  having  II 
ventilators  in  the  windows  out  of  12  closed.  I pointed 
out  the  stupidity  of  this  proceeding,  for  it  is  no  good 
asking  owners  to  build  well  ventilated  workshops  if 
when  they  do  they  are  not  properly  used. 

Home-workers  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  the  regulations  as  a whole  were  well  carried  out. 

The  Year’s  Work. — I find  the  general  health 
and  sanitation  of  the  Borough  in  a most  satisfactory 
condition  : we  have  exceptionally  low  death  rates, 
and  infectious  disease  is  almost  non-existent.  I do 
not  believe  this  satisfactory  condition  is  an  accident, 
but  is  due  in  a great  measure  to  the  splendid  way  in 
which  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  carries  out  his 
duties ; and  his  duties,  together  with  my  own,  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  increasing  year  by 
year. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1908,  are  now  in  force,  and  if  properly  carried  out 
should  prove  a great  help  in  lessening  the  prevalence 
of  Tuberculosis.  I am  in  communication  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  to  what  are  the  limita- 
tions of  the  meaning  of  the  words  “Any  Appliance” 
article  9 (2),  section  4,  which  reads  as  follows  : — 
“ Furnish  for  the  use  of  the  poor  person,  on  loan  or 
otherwise,  any  appliance,  apparatus,  or  utensil, 
which  will  be  of  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  any 
precaution  against  the  spread  of  infection.” 

In  conclusion,  I beg,  gentlemen,  to  thank  you  for 
your  kind  support,  and  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  NEVILLE  B.  VISE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Chard  Borough. 


